


Appendix 1 – Adjusted Addendum 

 
Committee notes: 

 
1. That “there is no single, legally defined ‘green data centre’ standard 

in UK or Scottish law” 

2. the potential for connecting data centres to heat networks, and the 

challenges arising from Edinburgh not currently having an agreed 

delivery model for taking forward heat networks 

3. that there is currently nothing in City Plan 2030 or NPF4 governing water 

usage in data centres 

Therefore, Committee 

4. Agrees a definition is required and requests that officers create write to 

Scottish Ministers for a better definition of what a constitutes a ‘green 

data centre’, using the Scottish Government’s suggested criteria for 

local authorities as a starting point. 

5. Requests that work continues between planning officers and those 

working on heat networks and energy strategy to ensure that 

opportunities for using excess heat are realised 

6. Further requests that, while these conversations are ongoing, 

consideration is given to the heat emitted into the local environment 

from applications 

7. Agrees that consideration of whether an Environmental Impact 

Assessment is required for an application for a data centre is an 

important matter, recognising that the final decision around this sits with 

Officers and that reports on applications to the Development 

Management Sub-Committee set out the relevant policy and 

considerations on a case-by-case basis.  

 

8. Requests that that consideration is given to whether policy is needed 

within City Plan 2040 in respect of future land, energy and water use for 

data centres. 

 

9. Finally, requests that updates on all of these points are included in the 

business bulletin going forward. 




